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society in Mesopotamia has considerably enhanced the role of education in the original
civilization-building process.
One of the world's foremost authorities on the Sumerians puts it this way:
From the point of view of the history of civilization, Sumer's supreme
achievements were the development of the cuneiform system of writing and the
forma! system of education which was its direct outgrowth. It is no exaggeration
to say that had it not been for the inventiveness and perseverance of the
anonymous, practically oriented Sumerian pundits and teachers who lived in the
early third millenium B.C., it is hardly likely that the intellectual and scientific
achievements of modern days would have been possible; it was from Sumer that
writing and learning spread the world over.15
Even allowing for the pardonable enthusiasm of a scholar as he describes the
achievements of "his" people, this is an extraordinary salute to the role of teachers
and of organized education in helping to bring about one of the great transformations
in the human career.
We cannot, of course, trace in any detail the fortunes of education during the
3,000 years of the Sumerians and their successor societies in Mesopotamia. Still less
can we follow education through Anatolia (Asia Minor), the Levant, or Iran. All we
can do here is to suggest some general trends and conclusions that might be drawn for
the major generative civilizations of the Afro-Eurasian world. On the basis of present
knowledge, a chronology that usefully illuminates the history of education in Meso-
potamian civilization is as follows:
3500 B.C. - 2500 B.C. The Formative Period
A. Sumerian Temple Communities (3500 B.C. - 3000 B.C.)
1.  Pictographic writing appears
2.  Protoliterate schools appear
B.  Sumerian City-States (3000 B.C. - 2500 B.C.)
1.  Invention of fully developed cuneiform writing
2.  Appearance of fully developed schools for scribes-the edubba
2500 B.C. - 1500 B.C. Florescence and Diffusion
1.  Akkadians adopt Sumerian writing and education
2.  Babylonians  adopt Sumerian-Akkadian  education  and spread it
throughout lower Mesopotamia
1500 B.C. - 500 B.C. Congealing and Dispersion
1.  Assyrians assimilate Sumerian-Akkadian-Babylonian education and
spread it throughout upper Mesopotamia
2.  Organized education becomes increasingly formalistic in the heart-
land of Mesopotamia while fundamental change begins in the Levant
to the west
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